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tions for the great expedition against Spain. The alliance with
the States General provided for a Dutch fleet to blockade the
Flemish coast and an English one the coast of Spain, The Dutch
also agreed to supply one ship for every four English ships that
sailed on a joint enterprise.1 The English navy furnished several
men-of-war that rendered a good account of themselves, but
the merchantmen and colliers that were forced to.accompany
them proved to be manned by base cowards. Some 10,000
soldiers and half as many seamen were pressed to take part in
the expedition. Most of the former, at least, seem to have been
rogues and vagabonds and caused a worthy diarist to denounce
soldiers as one of the greatest plagues of the country. In their
half-starved and half-naked condition, their presence made the
inhabitants of any locality they passed through offer gratuities
to their officers to march them farther, in order to avoid de-
mands for 'hose, shoes, shirts and conduct money\z Half a
crown a week was the nominal sum allowed for the upkeep of
each, but lack of funds delayed its payment. When one of the
generals, accustomed to the well-disciplined and well-equipped
army that fought in the Dutch wars, saw these levies, he recog-
nized at once that they could not be made serviceable without
the prompt provision of supplies of every kind. Moreover he
noticed that a great many of the men were lame or decrepit and
wholly unfit. Since arms were lacking to drill the men, they
wasted the summer in such riotous living as their scanty pay
or frequent outrages on the country-side could furnish.
At length the expedition started, in October, but it speedily
became evident that neither the soldiers nor the sailors had any
heart in their work* When the fleet arrived off Cadte a chance
to surprise a Spanish fleet in the bay was ruined because the
merchant-captains and their crews were too sluggish or too timid
to advance. Similarly the bombardment of Fort Puntal was a
failure because the colliers neglected to go into action during
the night, and after their pusillanimity became evident in the
daylight they took refuge behind the ships of the royal navy
and tried to fire over them at the fort, but actually shot so wildly
that after a cannon-ball had been sent through the stern of a
warship they were allowed to obey their cowardly instincts and
withdraw. Eventually the fort surrendered to a landing-party,
*  Treaty of Southampton, 8 Sept, 1625. (Gardiner, vi. C,)
*  Diary of Walter Tongct ed. George Roberts (1848), p, 8a n,